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SMT. SHALINI DEVI HOLKAR

Smt. Shalini Devi Holkar is a leading advocate for India's handloom industry and a
champion of artisan empowerment. Her efforts in promoting Maheshwari textiles and
supporting weavers, particularly women, have had a lasting impact on India's textile heritage.

2. Born on 11" August, 1945 in the United States, she pursued her education at Stanford
University, USA, where she developed a deep appreciation for art, history, and culture. After
her marriage into the Holkar royal family of Indore, she was introduced to the centuries-old
Maheshwari weaving tradition. Recognizing the need for its revival and the empowerment of
the weaving community, she dedicated herself to revitalizing the craft.

3. Smt. Holkar co-founded REHWA Society in Maheshwar, Madhya Pradesh in 1978 with
the vision of rejuvenating the Maheshwari weaving industry while providing sustainable
livelihoods for artisans. Under her leadership, REHWA has trained hundreds of weavers,
introduced new designs while maintaining traditional techniques, and expanded markets for
Maheshwari textiles both in India and internationally. She played a crucial role in ensuring
financial independence for women weavers, pioneering social initiatives such as weaver
housing, education, and healthcare programs. She also established the Devi Ahilyabai Bal
Jyoti School to provide low-cost, high-quality education to the children of Maheshwar's
weaving community and built a housing colony for Maheshwar's handloom weavers.

4. Smt. Holkar also founded Women Weave Charitable Trust in 2003 to create
employment opportunities in handloom for women from non-weaving backgrounds. Women
Weave specializes in weaving hand-spun Khadi textiles in contemporary designs for the
export market. She actively promotes natural dyeing techniques, ethical textile production,
and direct artisan-consumer linkages, shaping discussions on sustainable fashion and
cultural preservation. Women Weave also focuses on innovation and sustainability in rural
weaving communities, ensuring that traditional skills continue to thrive in a modem context.

5. Smt. Holkar founded the Handloom School under the aegis of Women Weave In 2015,
an initiative aimed at equipping young weavers with essential business and design skills to
help them become handloom entrepreneurs. The school provides training in
entrepreneurship, design innovation, and market access, ensuring that the next generation
of weavers can sustain and grow their craft in the 21st century.

6. Smt. Holkar's relentless efforts in reviving the Maheshwari handloom tradition have
positioned Maheshwar as a key center for handloom textiles, ensuring that the age-old
weaving tradition continues to thrive in modern times. Through her leadership and
dedication, she has redefined the role of handloom as both a cultural treasure and a means of
economic upliftment.
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A ofer T Bl URT B SABRET SUNT &) 3O TeeR 3R BRIRI & FIhepoT &
feATIel € | Areel CaRIeTS el BT g Tdl o 3iR AR, WM TR IR A3l $I AT UaTT BRH B ITh
TR} T YR &I HUST faRRIT IR IR YT U<l & |

2. IBT ST 11 3T, 1945 DT FY<h I SFIRBT H B3N, Ial1 FCABlS [Gafdened, Juay 4 Rref
TS D1, STal S81+ Pell, ST 3R WRpIl & Uil TE AThier BRI Bl | SaR B Bledx JISTeRT H fdarg
@ 918, ITBT UREI AT QR AN G185 IRURT I §aAT | 30D JAOGR IR §dhR THIT b ARRHHRIT
DI JATTLIBT DI A BT, SBI+ W@ Bl 1T Hell & JTOGR & ol AU B 327 |

3. S BIAPR 7 aY 1978 H HEF Yo & AR H Y8dl ANISC! & A5— AU 1 fl, fSaedT 322y
FHRIRI & forg Tt SToiifadsT IeT HRd §U ATR<aR) gA18 ST BT GAoi ad ST o | I "ded H, ¥gar 4
APl gIHRI B ARIEG BT 8, URURS THidl DI I ﬂ&d@ﬂ%ﬁmwm%ﬁwﬁ
TR WR W AR CaCsd & oy IR TR € | S84 Afell gai & forg faxiia wad=ar
GARTT PR H Hecaqul YT 4TS, g Aard, Rier iR WRey a1 SRIHH! Sl FrTfes ugell &
AIqcd T | I78IH HRAaR & PR AYRR & ded| bl HH AT dlell, Sod JOrd< dTell fR1el JaTd - & oy
<1 JAfETETS qTet ST Thel DI WATIAT B 3R HS2AR B SABRET §ADPRI D (o740 Teb AR DicAl1 §15 |

4 ST BleTd) = Y 2003 ¥ IR—gTS JSY[H dTell AfSeal @ oy Breve # RIGHTR & JgR UaT HRH
& folg g+ 91 ARSI g BI 41 AT BT | gAF A9 A1 IR & ol FHBIe SSisi # 81 9 i
T @IS T B A8 AR 2| 98 fedrs, e iR Aigpiae R iR faaR w-d g Wehfis e
T, URAB HUST TG R Tee] BRIFR—SYHIHT Al Bl Afoha wU & IGIaT Sl & | TAF dia JTHIoT
TS W H FarER SR gEdr W A1 e dfad drdl @ R g8 GRked orar 2 6 aRuRe diera
3 Haw H ) Herd—heldl <8 |

5. ST BITeh] ° a9 2015 ¥ A 419 & TedTaen H SSeld el d RITIAT &, f=IeT 3¢9 gar gasi
DI ATLIH ATHR 3R (SIS DIl H URIET AT o AT I w8 SeH! 99 H Aaa Hel T | I8
el ST, fSSITS AR iR 99RO uga H U e Rl © iR T8 gHied o=dr © f gasi
DI AT UIST 2191 T H 37U T Hefl Bl 1Y I A IR (BRI BR b |

6. AT BAHET URURT BT GAGifad B H SN Bledh’ & AAdH JAT1 7 I8 GArad wed gu fd
[T QR TS IRURT ST T H ) eldl—Theld] 78, F85aR B SUHRET a1 & folY T THE b &
wY H WU {51 2 | 379 Igcd 3R FHUUT & HeTH |, IR SADBRET B YAST DI U FIDicTd ol AR
3N eI & ATEH Q1 & wU H R I URATA fham 2 |
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