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 Smt. Shalini Devi Holkar is a leading advocate for India's handloom industry and a  
champion of artisan empowerment. Her efforts in promoting Maheshwari textiles and 
supporting weavers, particularly women, have had a lasting impact on India's textile heritage. 

2. Born on 11  August, 1945 in the United States, she pursued her education at Stanford th

University, USA, where she developed a deep appreciation for art, history, and culture. After 
her marriage into the Holkar royal family of Indore, she was introduced to the centuries-old 
Maheshwari weaving tradition. Recognizing the need for its revival and the empowerment of 
the weaving community, she dedicated herself to revitalizing the craft.

3. Smt. Holkar co-founded REHWA Society in Maheshwar, Madhya Pradesh in 1978 with  
the vision of rejuvenating the Maheshwari weaving industry while providing sustainable 
livelihoods for artisans. Under her leadership, REHWA has trained hundreds of weavers, 
introduced new designs while maintaining traditional techniques, and expanded markets for 
Maheshwari textiles both in India and internationally. She played a crucial role in ensuring 
financial independence for women weavers, pioneering social initiatives such as weaver 
housing, education, and healthcare programs. She also established the Devi Ahilyabai Bal 
Jyoti School to provide low-cost, high-quality education to the children of Maheshwar's 
weaving community and built a housing colony for Maheshwar's handloom weavers.

4. Smt. Holkar also founded Women Weave Charitable Trust in 2003 to create 
employment opportunities in handloom for women from non-weaving backgrounds. Women 
Weave specializes in weaving hand-spun Khadi textiles in contemporary designs for the 
export market. She actively promotes natural dyeing techniques, ethical textile production, 
and direct artisan-consumer linkages, shaping discussions on sustainable fashion and 
cultural preservation. Women Weave also focuses on innovation and sustainability in rural 
weaving communities, ensuring that traditional skills continue to thrive in a modem context.

5. Smt. Holkar founded the Handloom School under the aegis of Women Weave In 2015, 
an initiative aimed at equipping young weavers with essential business and design skills to 
help them become handloom entrepreneurs. The school provides training in 
entrepreneurship, design innovation, and market access, ensuring that the next generation 
of weavers can sustain and grow their craft in the 21st century.

6. Smt. Holkar's relentless efforts in reviving the Maheshwari handloom tradition have 
positioned Maheshwar as a key center for handloom textiles, ensuring that the age-old 
weaving tradition continues to thrive in modern times. Through her leadership and 
dedication, she has redefined the role of handloom as both a cultural treasure and a means of 
economic upliftment.
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Jherh 'kkfyuh nsoh gksydj 

 Jherh 'kkfyuh nsoh gksydj Hkkjr ds gFkdj?kk m|ksx dh vxz.kh i{kèkj vkSj dkjhxjksa ds l'kfädj.k dh 
fgek;rh gSaA ekgsÜojh VsDlVkby dks c<+kok nsus vkSj cqudjksa] [kkl rkSj ij efgykvksa dks lgk;rk çnku djus ds muds 
ç;klksa dk Hkkjr dh diM+k fojklr ij LFkk;h çHkko iM+k gSA

2-  mudk tUe 11 vxLr] 1945 dks la;qä jkT; vesfjdk esa gqvk] mUgksaus LVSuQksMZ foÜofo|ky;] ;w,l, ls f'k{kk 
çkIr dh] tgk¡ mUgksaus dyk] bfrgkl vkSj laL—fr ds çfr xgjh vkdka{kk fodflr dhA bankSj ds gksYdj jkt?kjkus esa fookg 
ds ckn] mudk ifjp; lfn;ksa iqjkuh ekgsÜojh cqukÃ ijaijk ls gqvkA blds iqu#)kj vkSj cqudj leqnk; ds l'kfädj.k 
dh vko';drk dks le>rs gq,] mUgksaus Lo;a dks f'kYi dyk ds iqu#)kj ds fy, leÆir dj fn;kA

3- Jherh gksydj us o"kZ 1978 esa eè; çns'k ds egsÜoj esa jsgok lkslkbVh dh lg&LFkkiuk dh Fkh] ftldk mís'; 
dkjhxjksa ds fy, LFkk;h vkthfodk çnku djrs gq, ekgsÜojh cqukÃ m|ksx dks iqutÊfor djuk FkkA muds usrR̀o esa] jsgok us 
lSdM+ksa cqudjksa dks çf'kf{kr fd;k gS] ikjaifjd rduhdksa dks cuk, j[krs gq, u, fMt+kbu is'k fd, gSa vkSj Hkkjr vkSj 
varjjk"Vªh; Lrj ij ekgsÜojh VsDlVkby ds fy, ckt+kj ryk'kk gSA mUgksaus efgyk cqudjksa ds fy, foÙkh; Lora=rk 
lqfuf'pr djus esa egRoiw.kZ Hkwfedk fuHkkÃ] cqudj vkokl] f'k{kk vkSj LokLF; lsok dk;ZØeksa tSlh lkekftd igyksa dk 
usr̀Ro fd;kA mUgksaus egsÜoj ds cqudj leqnk; ds cPpksa dks de ykxr okyh] mPp xq.koÙkk okyh f'k{kk çnku djus ds fy, 
nsoh vfgY;kckÃ cky T;ksfr Ldwy dh LFkkiuk dh vkSj egsÜoj ds gFkdj?kk cqudjksa ds fy, ,d vkoklh; d‚yksuh cukÃA

4- Jherh gksydj us o"kZ 2003 esa xSj&cqukÃ i`"BHkwfe okyh efgykvksa ds fy, gFkdj?kk esa jkstxkj ds volj iSnk djus 
ds fy, oweu oho pSfjVscy VªLV dh Hkh LFkkiuk dhA oweu oho fu;kZr cktkj ds fy, ledkyhu fMtkbuksa esa gkFk ls dkrs 
x, [kknh oL=ksa dh cqukÃ esa ekfgj gSA og fVdkÅ QS'ku vkSj lkaL—frd laj{k.k ij fopkj djrs gq, çk—frd jaxkÃ 
rduhdksa] ,fFkdy diM+k mRiknu vkSj çR;{k dkjhxj&miHkksäk lacaèkksa dks lfØ; :i ls c<+kok nsrh gSA oweu oho xzkeh.k 
cqukÃ leqnk;ksa esa uokpkj vkSj oguh;rk ij Hkh è;ku dsafær djrk gS vkSj ;g lqfuf'pr djrk gS fd ikjaifjd dkS'ky 
vkèkqfud lanHkZ esa Hkh Qyrk&Qwyrk jgsA

5- Jherh gksydj us o"kZ 2015 esa oweu oho ds rRokoèkku esa gSaMywe Ldwy dh LFkkiuk dh] ftldk mís'; ;qok cqudjksa 
dks vko';d O;olk; vkSj fMtkbu dkS'ky esa çf'kf{kr djuk Fkk rkfd mUgsa gSaMywe m|eh cuus esa enn fey ldsA ;g 
Ldwy m|ferk] fMtkbu uokpkj vkSj cktkj rd igqap esa çf'k{k.k çnku djrk gS vkSj ;g lqfuf'pr djrk gS fd cqudjksa 
dh vxyh ih<+h 21oÈ lnh esa vius f'kYi dyk dks cuk, j[k lds vkSj fodflr dj ldsA

6-  ekgsÜojh gFkdj?kk ijaijk dks iqutÊfor djus esa Jherh gksYdj ds vFkd ç;klksa us ;g lqfuf'pr djrs gq, fd 
lfn;ksa iqjkuh cqukÃ ijaijk vkèkqfud le; esa Hkh Qyrh&Qwyrh jgs] egsÜoj dks gFkdj?kk oL=ksa ds fy, ,d çeq[k dsaæ ds  
:i esa LFkkfir fd;k gSA vius usrR̀o vkSj leiZ.k ds ekè;e ls] mUgksaus gFkdj?kk dh Hkwfedk dks ,d lkaL—frd [ktkus vkSj 
vkÆFkd mRFkku ds lkèku nksuksa ds :i esa fQj ls ifjHkkf"kr fd;k gSA
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